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The Industry Day on Novel Alternative Models (NAMs) in Drug Discovery 
held  successfully  on  12th  June  2026  at  IIT  Bombay  brought  together 
researchers,  industry  leaders,  and  innovators  to  discuss  the  future  of  drug 
discovery.
The day featured short presentations by IIT Bombay faculty working across a 
broad spectrum of technologies, from single-cell data analysis and AI-enabled 
approaches to droplet microfluidics, organoids, and organ-on-chip systems. The 
discussions  continued  through  extensive  interactions,  poster  sessions,  and 
laboratory visits.
The highlight of the event was two panel discussions involving leaders from 
industry, CROs, startups, academia, and regulators, including Dr. Taruna Madan 
Gupta (ICMR), Dr. Abhay Deshpande (Jay Research Foundation), Dr. K. V. S. 
Narayana Raju (Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories), Dr. Venkat Ramana (Dr. Reddy’s 



Laboratories),  Dr.  Kasinath  Viswanathan  (Zydus),  Dr.  Amjad  Hussain 
(Canfinis), Dr. Alakesh Das (HiMedia Labs), and Prof. Ashutosh Kumar (IIT 
Bombay).
The presence of representatives from organizations such as Zydus, Biocon, Dr. 
Reddy’s  Laboratories,  Yashraj  Biotechnology,  Unilever,  ITC,  Jay  Research 
Foundation (JRF), Pfizer, Premas Life Sciences, HiMedia, Avay Biosciences, 
Deloitte,  Karkinos Healthcare,  the UK Science & Technology Network,  and 
several  other  organizations  including  hospitals  fostered  productive 
conversations on future collaborations and innovation.
A key outcome of the event was the strong consensus on the need for National 
validation centre(s) for NAMs; Centres of Excellence to build capabilities and 
train the workforce;  and a consortium model  connecting academia,  industry, 
CROs, startups, and regulators.

Links:
Individual Images: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1OPv2sir664fQd28iMet0gVhq0LYh
UY2c?usp=sharing

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/photo/?
fbid=1407471794745181&set=pcb.1407471974745163

Linkedin:
https://www.linkedin.com/school/indian-institute-of-technology-bombay/
posts/?feedView=all&viewAsMember=true
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